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but, as they are used to, serve the purpose of those
who would disparage Saints,.it is necessary to show
that they can be turned by unbelievers as plausibly,
though as sophistically, against Apostles.
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95. To proceed. The same words of our Saviour
which have introduced these remarks in defence of
the nature of the ecclesiastical gifts will suggest an
explanation of certain difficulties in the mode of their
exercise. Christ says, first, " He that believeth shall
be saved ; " and then, " These signs shall follow them
that believe." Here it is obvious to remark, that the
power of working miracles is not promised in these
words to the preachers of the Gospel merely, but to
the converts* It is not said, " Preach the Gospel to

* "Nee enim prsedicantes ilia secutura signa pollicetur,sed
credentes; nee eos qui jam antea credidissent, sed qui essent
postea deinde credituri. Responditque eventus accuratissim6 ;
conversis enim, non conversoribus, gratias illas clonatas esse
constat de quibus legimus in primis Ecclesiarum conversionU
bus.*' Dodw. in Iren. Dissert, ii. 28. This is so fully taken
for granted by St. Bernard, that he thinks it necessary to
answer" the objection why " credentes " did not work miracles
in his day : " Quis enim ea, quse in prsesenti loco scripta stint,
slgna videtur habere credulitatis, sine qui nemo potent salvari ?
quoniam qui non crediderit condemnabitur, et sine fide im-
possibile est placere Deo." Serm. i. cle Ascens, 2. He
inswers to the question as St. Gregory does in the passage
quoted, su$ray n. 40, making the miracles now wrought by the
faithful to 'be moral ones. Kuinoel says : " Per roi)s irurretiovTas
non wnnes Christi sectatores intelligendi sunt, nam non